ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
1123 Washington St. Gloucester, MA 01930
www.stpaulcapeann.org 978-283-6550
Rev. LaDonna E. Thomas, Pastor
Ted Stoddard, Music Director
Kim Parsons, Office Administrator
Bill Maki, Building Manager
office@stpaulcapeann.org
Fourth Sunday of Easter – May 8, 2022 – 10:00 a.m.
WELCOME Thank you for being part of our beloved
community for this worship service. May it fill you
with joy and hope!
THANK YOU for joining us in our efforts to gather in
safe and healthy ways by sanitizing your hands upon
entry and before coming forward for
communion. Face masks are optional for worshipers
but will be worn by those distributing communion.
HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated in this worship service. All who desire to
receive God’s gifts of love, forgiveness, and grace through the presence of Jesus
in bread and wine are welcome to participate. At the direction of an usher,
proceed to receive the bread and continue to the tray of cups filled with wine
(red) or grape juice (white). Place the empty cup in the available basket as you
return to your seat by the side aisle.
ALL ARE WELCOME TO GATHER in the undercroft following today’s service
for refreshments, fellowship, and conversation.
OFFERINGS to support the mission and ministry of St. Paul Lutheran Church
may be placed in the offering plate at the back of the church as you enter or
leave. Electronic giving is also available at this link: https://bit.ly/3pcING9

ORDER OF WORSHIP
*Indicates congregation is to stand
Bold Print = Congregational Responses
PRELUDE

The King of Love my Shepherd Is, by Alec Wyton

WELCOME
*GATHERING HYMN

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! ELW 385

*GREETING
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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*KYRIE
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the
great shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us
complete in everything good that we may do your will, and work among us
all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
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FIRST READING

Acts 9:36-43

36Now

in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is
Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37At that time she
became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs.
38Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent
two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without delay.” 39So Peter
got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room
upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and
other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40Peter put all of
them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and
said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up.
41He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows,
he showed her to be alive. 42This became known throughout Joppa, and many
believed in the Lord. 43Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a
certain Simon, a tanner.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM

Psalm 23

The choir introduces the refrain; the assembly sings the second time through.
The choir chants the verses; the assembly joins the chanting verses in bold print.
The refrain is sung by all at the end of the verses marked with an “R.”

Refrain

Tone for verses

1The

Lord| is my shepherd;
I shall not | be in want.
2The Lord makes me lie down | in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.
3You restore my | soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake.
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear
no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort
me. R
5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the | Lord forever. R
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SECOND READING

Revelation 7:9-17
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After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb,
robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
11
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures,
and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12singing,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
13
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where
have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me,
“These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
15
For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
16
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
17
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL

John 10:22-30

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
22At

that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was
winter, 23and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24So
the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us
in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25Jesus answered, “I have
told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name
testify to me; 26but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my
sheep. 27My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28I give
them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of
my hand. 29What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one
can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30The Father and I are one.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

The Rev. LaDonna Thomas
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*HYMN OF THE DAY

Shepherd Me, O God
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ELW 780

*NICENE CREED
We are God’s through our baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope
we confess our faith:
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection
for the church, people in need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.
Gentle Shepherd, enable your church to respond to the voice of Jesus. Give
us unfailing trust, unafraid to join in Jesus’ work of renewing all things. God,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Feed your people at the table of creation. Prepare a safe place for those
whose environments are dangerous or unhealthy, especially those making
difficult journeys. Prosper your creation for the sake of every living thing.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Warm the hearts of all who celebrate and all who mourn on Mother’s Day.
Accompany those yearning to be mothers. Help us to heal from broken
family relationships and open us to receive your nurturing love from all who
serve mothering roles in our lives. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Seek out those who weep while they await healing or consolation. Set people
in their path who can provide the care they need and wipe away every tear
from their eyes. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Inspire the words of prophets and saints who employ innovative imagery to
stretch our understanding. Send Christ to instruct us with motherly care.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Enfold us in the great multitude of saints from every nation, from all tribes
and peoples and languages. Wash us in your saving grace every day,
guiding us to your waters of life. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your lifegiving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
*THE EXCHANGE OF PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
(Worshippers may share a sign of peace with one another.)
ANTHEM

Low in the Grave he Lay, by Robert Lowry
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*OFFERTORY SONG

*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us
with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and
generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star, he was shown forth to all nations;
in the waters of the Jordan, you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and
the earth.
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the
flood, for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for
sending your Son to be our Redeemer.
We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the
hungry, and with a love stronger than death, gave his life for others.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we
await your promised life for all this dying world.
Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms
from death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the
righteousness of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen
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*LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
*COMMUNION
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*COMMUNION HYMN

The King of Love My Shepherd Is

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, generous God,
for in this bread and cup
we have tasted the new heaven and earth
where hunger and thirst are no more.
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
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ELW 502

*BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*SENDING HYMN

Thine is the Glory
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ELW 376

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Today God’s Holy Son Triumphs, by J.S. Bach

WORSHIP LEADERS
Preaching and Presiding: Rev. LaDonna E. Thomas
Music Director: Ted Stoddard
Reader: Deb Coull
Eucharistic Minister: Anne Wheeler
A/V: Anne Wheeler
Altar Set-up: Joanne Peterson
Usher: Mary Jane Morrill
Counters: Anne Wheeler and Kathy Eckles
Liturgical materials and texts are used by permission of Sundays and Seasons Augsburg Fortress License: 15150
One License Annual License: A-724876 for 03/06/22 – 03/05/23

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
BIBLE STUDY WEDNESDAYS AT NOON
You’re in for a special treat as we study some of the parables of Jesus, informed
by the scholarship of Amy Jill-Levine, who is Jewish and a professor of New
Testament at Vanderbilt University. Her book The Short Stories of Jesus is the
basis for our discussions. Each session is “self-contained” for those who cannot
attend every week.
This study will be offered on Zoom (watch next week’s FYI for the link) and we’ll
be joined by folks from our sister Lutheran churches in Marblehead, Andover
and Chelmsford. The pastor of the four churches (including Pastor LaDonna)
take turns co-leading the study. It promises to be a deep, meaningful, fun and
surprising journey into these masterful stories of Jesus!

19

LOOKING FOR SPIRITUAL CONVERSATIONS
THAT STRETCH YOUR FAITH?
Join Pastor LaDonna and Robin Carlo as they co-lead a five-week series entitled
Listening for God, Tuesdays, May 10 – 31 at 7:00 p.m.
Discussion starters, based on the reading, will invite us to investigate how life and
faith merge in surprising ways and places This series of spiritual conversations will
meet in -person at the church either on the front lawn (weather permitting) or in the
church library.
Our resource is Listening for God, Vol 1: Contemporary Literature and the Life of
Faith, published by Augsburg Fortress.
It will be helpful to the leaders if you sign up for the series. Please go to our website
to register. www.StPaulCapeAnn.org.
PRAYER LISTS
Please keep these people in your prayers for healing throughout the
week: Daneen R., Sonny M., Tasha R., Willy G., Brian D., Judith O., for a Family in
need of prayers, Kathryn, Bob S., Liana W., Jim S., Judy M., John B., Judy R., Roger
K., Ellen R., Barbara U., Doug G., Judy K., Dan W., Josh M., Dan W., John M., Mark
R., Jinny C., Stan F., Ray R., Christine K., Luna C., Henry K., Carole E., Fern, Carol
V., Chris C., Paul W. and Ellie F.
Armed services: Brian Misuraca (US Air Force), John Korpi III, Rachel Misuraca
Lewin (US Army), Zach Hafey (US Army Guard), Kevin Wheeler (US Marines),
Kenny Wheeler (US Marines)
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