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WELCOME We are glad you are here and pray
that this time will be a blessing to you, filling you
with hope and peace.
THANK YOU for joining us in our efforts to
gather in safe and healthy ways by sanitizing your
hands upon entry and maintaining social distance
from those not in your household. Masks are
recommended, except when eating or drinking.
HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated in this worship service. All who desire to
receive God’s gifts of love, forgiveness, and grace through the presence of Jesus
in bread and wine are welcome to participate. At the direction of an usher,
proceed to receive the bread and continue to the tray of cups filled with wine
(red) or grape juice (white). Place the empty cup in the available basket as you
return to your seat by the side aisle.
ALL ARE WELCOME TO GATHER in the undercroft following today’s service
for refreshments, fellowship, and conversation.
OFFERINGS to support the mission and ministry of St. Paul Lutheran Church
may be placed in the offering plate at the back of the church as you enter or
leave. Electronic giving is also available at this link: https://bit.ly/3pcING9

ORDER OF WORSHIP
*Indicates congregation is to stand
Bold Print = Congregational Responses
PRELUDE

Pastorale (4th movement-Allegro)

J. S. Bach

JOYS AND CONCERNS
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
who creates, redeems, and sustains us
and all of creation. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen.
By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The
God of mercy and might strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in
eternal life. Amen.
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*GATHERING HYMN

Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer

ELW 618

*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also, with you.
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*KYRIE
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through
the life, death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word
and obey it, and bring your saving love to fruition in our lives, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
FIRST READING

Isaiah 55:1-9

1Ho,

everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
3Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
4See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
5See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.
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6Seek

the LORD while he may be found,
call upon him while he is near;
7let the wicked forsake their way,
and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
8For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM

Psalm 63:1-8

The choir introduces the refrain; the assembly sings the second time through.
The choir chants the verses; the assembly joins the chanting verses in bold print.
The refrain is sung by all at the end of the verses marked with an “R.”
Refrain

Tone for verses

1O

God, you are my God; eager- | ly I seek you;
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary
land where there | is no water.
2Therefore I have gazed upon you in your | holy place,
that I might behold your power | and your glory.
3For your steadfast love is better than | life itself;
my lips shall | give you praise.
4So will I bless you as long | as I live
and lift up my hands | in your name. R
5My spirit is content, as with the rich- | est of foods,
and my mouth praises you with | joyful lips,
6when I remember you up- | on my bed,
and meditate on you in | the night watches.
7For you have | been my helper,
and under the shadow of your wings I | will rejoice.
8My whole being | clings to you;
your right hand | holds me fast. R
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SECOND READING

1 Corinthians 10:1-13

1I

do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors
were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and all were
baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the same
spiritual food, 4and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from
the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. 5Nevertheless,
God was not pleased with most of them, and they were struck down in the
wilderness.
6Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not
desire evil as they did. 7Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is
written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to
play.” 8We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and
twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9We must not put Christ to the
test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. 10And do not
complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 11These
things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written
down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. 12So if you
think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. 13No testing has
overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will
not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also
provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL

Luke 13:1-9

The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke.
Glory to you O Lord.
1At

that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.2[Jesus] asked them,
“Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were
worse sinners than all other Galileans?3No, I tell you; but unless you repent,
you will all perish as they did. 4Or those eighteen who were killed when the
tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders
than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless you repent,
you will all perish just as they did.”
6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard;
and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7So he said to the
gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig
tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the
soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and
put manure on it. 9If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you
can cut it down.’”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
9

THE SERMON

The Rev. LaDonna Thomas

*HYMN OF THE DAY
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*APOSTLES’ CREED
We are God’s people through our baptism into Christ. Living together in
trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
We pray for the church around the world in all its forms: for pastors, deacons,
bishops, chaplains, and mission developers; for church councils, committee
chairs, and all lay ministry leaders; for congregations that contemplate
difficult decisions about the future of their ministry. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.
For the health of this planet and the well-being of its creatures: for lands
impacted by droughts and at risk of wildfires; for fig trees and vineyards that
produce fruit for our nourishment and delight; for animal habitats threatened
by climate change. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
For those called into positions of civic responsibility: for judges, attorneys, and
court administrators tasked with uncovering truth and delivering justice; for
activists and community leaders who cast a vision of a more compassionate
and equitable society. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
For those who call upon you for mercy: for all who live in poverty and
experience hunger; for any who feel tested beyond their strength; for those
who are hospitalized or near death, and for all in need of healing especially
those on our prayer list, those whose we hold dear in our hearts, and those
whose names we offer now... Merciful God, receive our prayer.
For the advocacy efforts of this congregation: for those whose faith leads them
to speak difficult truths and engage in difficult conversations with
policymakers; for those who promote mercy over vengeance or retaliation.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
For those whose earthly journeys have ended, we give thanks. With all the
saints, we praise you for the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake
of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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*THE EXCHANGE OF PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
(Worshippers may share a sign of peace with one another. Please refrain from
touching those not in your household or moving about in the sanctuary)
*OFFERTORY SONG
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*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation.
Now we gather at your feast where you offer us the food that satisfies.
Take and use what we offer here, come among us,
and feed us with the body and blood of Christ,
in whose name we pray. Amen.
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You call your people to cleanse their hearts
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,
that, renewed in the gift of baptism,
we may come to the fullness of your grace.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,
our living Water and our merciful Guide,
together with rivers and seas, wells, and springs
we bless and magnify you.
You led your people Israel through the desert,
and provided them water from the rock.
We praise you for Christ, our Rock, and our Water,
who joined us in our desert,
pouring out his life for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life, death, and resurrection,
we await your salvation for all this thirsty world.
Pour out your Spirit on this holy food
and on all the baptized gathered for this feast:
wash away our sin,
that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever. Amen
*LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The meal is ready. Christ is our host. Come as you are.
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*COMMUNION
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COMMUNION HYMN

O Living Bread from Heaven

ELW 542

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
God’s grace. Amen.
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Let us pray.
Blessed Jesus,
in this rich meal of grace,
you have fed us with your body, the bread of life.
Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope
to a world in need. Amen.
*BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*SENDING HYMN

Restore in Us, O God
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*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

My Heart is Filled with Longing

J. S. Bach

WORSHIP LEADERS
Preaching and Presiding: Rev. LaDonna Thomas
Music Director: Ted Stoddard
Reader: Don Johnson
Eucharistic Minister: Martha Johnson
A/V: Martha Johnson
Altar Set-up: Joanne Peterson
Usher: Bill Ellis
Counters: Anne Wheeler and Nancy McKay
Liturgical materials and texts are used by permission of Sundays and Seasons Augsburg
Fortress License: 15150
One License Annual License: A-724876 for 03/06/22 – 03/05/23

ABOUT TODAY’S MUSIC
In honor of J. S. Bach’s birthday tomorrow, I’m playing two very different
compositions by him. For the Prelude, I’ll play the last movement of his
Pastorale, a lively piece which I’ve always thought sounds like the fluttering
of angel’s wings. For the Postlude, I’ll play Bach’s arrangement of the
German chorale, Herzlich tut mich verlangen (My heart is filled with
longing). This tune is more commonly known to us as “O Sacred Head Now
Wounded”, and was originally written during the plague of 1599. Bach’s
arrangement is slow, chromatic and emotional. I find my own heart filled
with longing, longing for an end to the pandemic and longing for peace.
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NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
SAVE THE DATE!
Pastor LaDonna will officially be installed as our called pastor on Sunday,
April 3 at 4:00 P.M. The Rev. Cindy Jacobson will lead the Rite of Installation
and The Rev. Val Roberts-Toler will preach. Let’s take this opportunity to
celebrate this new beginning in the life of our congregation!
THURSDAY EVENINGS DURING LENT
Starting at 6:45 p.m., we will gather in the Sanctuary. The study of the
parable of the Prodigal Son will be based on Henri Nouwen's book, The
Return of The Prodigal Son, Nouwen uses Rembrandt's famous painting by
the same name as a touchstone, entering the story from the perspective of
each of the characters; the younger son, the elder son, and the father.
We will conclude our time together with Holden Evening Prayer, a beautiful
musical setting written for Holden Village.
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
The church council meeting for March is to be held tomorrow, March 21,
2022, at 7:00 p.m.
CHANGE TO OFFICE HOURS FOR PASTOR LADONNA THOMAS
Pastor LaDonna is eager to get to know our St. Paul community. She is
available, by appointment, to visit in-person, by phone, or by Zoom. Please
contact her by phone (717) 688-0652 or email (pastor@stpaulcapeann.org) if
you would like to set up a time to meet.
PRAYER LISTS
Please keep these people in your prayers for healing throughout the
week: Daneen R., Sonny M., Tasha R., Willy G., Brian D., Judith O., for a
Family in need of prayers, Kathryn, Bob S., Liana W., Jim S., Judy M., John
B., Judy R., Roger K., Ellen R., Barbara U., Doug G., Judy K., Dan W., Josh M.,
Dan W., John M., Mark R., Jinny C., Stan F., Ray R., Christine K., Luna C.,
Henry K., Carole E., Fern and Carol V.
Armed services: Josh Coakley, Stephanie Norberg, Brian Misuraca (US Air
Force), Christian DiGregorio, John Korpi III, Danny Hill, Rachel Misuraca
Lewin (US Army), Zach Hafey (US Army Guard), and Tony Favalora, Kevin
Wheeler (US Marines), Kenny Wheeler (US Marines)
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